
 

 

 

Agenda 

Council Meeting 

 

 
Tuesday, 15th June 2021 
 
Commencing at 6.30pm 
 
via the Zoom platform and live streamed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
kingston.vic.gov.au 
 
Tim Tamlin 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
Kingston City Council 



City of Kingston 
Council Meeting 

Agenda 15 June 2021 

i 

Notice is given that a Meeting of Kingston City Council will be held at 6.30pm via the 
Zoom platform and live streamed, on Tuesday, 15 June 2021.  

1. Apologies

2. Foreshadowed Declaration by Councillors, Officers or Contractors of any
Conflict of Interest
Note that any Conflicts of Interest need to be formally declared at the start of the
meeting and immediately prior to the item being considered – type and nature of
interest is required to be disclosed – if disclosed in writing to the CEO prior to the
meeting only the type of interest needs to be disclosed prior to the item being
considered.

3. Corporate Services Reports

3.1 2021/22 Budget Submissions ................................................................ 5 

4. Confidential Items

Nil
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Council Meeting 

15 June 2021 

Agenda Item No: 3.1 

 

2021/22 BUDGET SUBMISSIONS 
 
Contact Officer: Ange Marshall, Manager Finance and Corporate Performance  

 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to consider the submissions received in relation to the Proposed 
2021/22 Draft Budget and 2021-2025 Draft Revenue & Rating Plan. 
 

Disclosure of Officer / Contractor Direct or Indirect Interest 
No Council officer/s and/or Contractor/s who have provided advice in relation to this report have 
declared a Conflict of Interest regarding the matter under consideration. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note that 24 formal submissions were received on the 2021/22 Budget and 
Revenue & Rating Plan, for consideration prior to the adoption of the Budget, Revenue & Rating 
Plan, and the declaration of rates and charges at a Council meeting to be held on 28 June 2021 
at 7.00pm. 

 

1. Executive Summary  

Under the provisions of section 94 of the Local Government Act 2020, Council must prepare 
and adopt a Budget for each financial year and the subsequent 3 financial years by 30 June 
each year.  It must also adopt a 4-year Revenue & Rating Plan. 

As Council’s community engagement on its Community Vision, Council Plan, Financial Plan, 
and Asset Plan was still underway, Council engaged on its Draft Budget and Revenue & 
Rating Plan in accordance with its Community Engagement Policy and advertised the 
Budget and the Revenue & Rating Plan for 29 days and sought community feedback and 
submissions. 

 
The period for submissions relating to the 2021/22 Budget and Revenue & Rating Plan closed 
at 5.00pm on Thursday 3 June 2021, with formal adoption scheduled for a Council meeting at 
7.00pm on 28 June 2021. 
 
Any additional submissions will be brought to the attention of Council as they are received and 
tabled at the Council Meeting on 15 June 2021. 

 

2. Consultation Process 

Our promotion of the Draft Budget & Draft Revenue & Rating Plan included: 
 

• Advertisement in the Age (public notice) 

• Promotion via social media, including a Facebook event, videos and boosted (paid) 
promotion to increase our reach 

• Website banner 

• Online submission template 

• Yourkingstonyoursay page 
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• Multiple email campaigns (Advisory Committees, Access and Equity Committee, 
business networks, news subscribers and local sports clubs) 

• Article in Kingston Your City 

• Media release 

• A short, online video to make the Budget more accessible 

• A Draft Budget highlight video from the Mayor 

• ‘On hold’ messages for customers calling the customer service centres.  
 

One online public Information Session was held on Wednesday 19 May 2021, and an in-
person session was held at Council offices on Wednesday 26 May 2021.  The sessions were 
widely advertised on social media and invitations were emailed to Council’s Advisory 
Committees, Access and Equity Committee, business networks, news subscribers and local 
sports clubs.  36 individuals attended across both sessions.  The webinars included a Q and 
A session with the Interim CEO. 

 
Key Consultation Statistics 

 

Formal Submissions (detailed below) 24 

Attendances at online information session 21 

Attendances at the in-person information session 14 

Total visits to 2021/22 Draft Budget page on 
YourKingstonYourSay.com.au 

724 total visits 

231 budget 
downloads 

Online submissions completed 17 

Email submissions received 7 

Facebook Draft Budget Event   5,082 reach 

Social media post 1 – Facebook Budget explainer video 1,426 views 

Social media post 2 – Facebook Budget Mayor’s video 1,749 views 

Social media post 3 – Sharing Budget Information Sessions event 1,033 views 

Social media post 4 – Last chance with explainer video 1,501 views 

 

3. Discussion 

The formal submissions on the Budget received at the time of preparing this report are 

summarised below, with the full submissions attached to this report.  Any submissions 

received after the finalisation of this report will be drawn to Councillors’ attention prior to the  

Council meeting.   

Given that some of the submissions are quite lengthy, and require multiple department 

responses, not all submissions have an officer comment.  Officers will provide Councillors with 

updated comments before the Council meeting on 28 June. 
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 Submission 

1. Submitter 1 – Darren Stace-Smith 

Would like Council to look into providing more disc golf courses. 

Officer Comment 

 Active Kingston will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

2. Submitter 2 – Maureen Lim 

 Recommending: 

1. Traffic safety improvements – install traffic lights at the intersection of Thames 
Promenade and Scotch Parade, Chelsea Heights; 

2. Traffic safety improvements - move the 40kph sign from the middle of Thames 
Promenade at the Chelsea Heights Shopping Strip to the start of the shopping strip; 

3. Move the school crossing on Thames Promenade at the Chelsea Heights shopping 
strip, to the middle of the shopping strip, so the whole community can utilise crossing 
safely with the school crossing supervisor. 

Officer Comment 

Infrastructure will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

3. Submitter 3 – Chelsea Little Aths 

Requests that Council upgrades the athletic facilities at Edithvale Reserve in the 2021/22 
budget.  

Officer Comment 

Active Kingston will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

4. Submitter 4 – Rosemary Hill 

Would like Council to consider more funding for the Arts, particularly a Writers’ Festival. 

Officer Comment 

Property & Arts will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 
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 Submission 

5. Submitter 5 – Lisa Stoneham 

 Raises a concern about Council spending money on climate change and about spending 
more money on tree planting. 

Officer Comment 

In relation to spending money on climate change, Council is required under the new 
Local Government Act to ensure the environmental sustainability of the City, and that the 
planning for climate change risks, is promoted. 

 

In relation to spending more money on trees, a greener Kingston assists with meeting 
the environmental sustainability and climate change risk management requirements 
under the Local Government Act. 

6. Submitter 6 – Alex Angelico 

Recommending: 

1. Traffic safety improvements - road widening on Parkers Rd East from the Library to 
Nepean Hwy; 

2. Traffic safety improvements – to the railway crossing at Parkers Rd to prevent 
motorists avoiding the intersection by taking a short cut through the Library car park 
and going the wrong way up a No Entry street   

And would like to know: 

3. About the municipal charge – what is it used for? 

Officer Comment 

In relation to points 1 & 2, Infrastructure will provide comments before the budget 
adoption meeting. 

 

In relation to point 3, the municipal charge is a $100 charge on every property, and it is 
used to deliver the many services Council provides to the Kingston community eg family 
youth & childrens’ services, aged & disability services, road maintenance, parks & 
gardens maintenance etc.  The municipal charge reduces the amount that is then 
required to be charged in terms of general rate revenue, to make up Council’s required 
revenue budget, and is therefore an equitable way of distributing the rate burden. 

7. Submitter 7 – John Connell 

 
1. Supports the Mentone Life Saving Club upgrade. 

2. Would like Council to consider more funding for playgrounds in Kingston, and 
particularly playgrounds for those aged 6 years & up. 

 Officer Comment 

 Active Kingston will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 
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 Submission 

8. Submitter 8 – Natasha Brisbane 

 Would like Council to provide $23,000 for a year long trial to fund a Cloth Nappy & 
Reusable Sanitary Product rebate. 

 

Natasha has included a petition signed by 88 signatures at the time of writing this report. 

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

9. Submitter 9 – Kirralee Ashworth 

 
1. Would like to see Council spend some money on the Edithvale shopping strip;  

2. Would like to see a playground at Beeson Reserve in Edithvale. 

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

10. Submitter 10 – Clare McPhee 

 Would like Council to incorporate volunteers into the Gardens for Wildlife program. 

 Officer Comment 

The Parks team will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

11. Submitter 11 – Edithvale Collective  

 Requesting that Council: 

1. Revitalise the Edithvale shopping centre 

2. Reconnect the divided Edithvale community across both sides of Nepean Hwy 

3. Provide a communal space where the Edithvale community can gather 

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure and Economic Development will provide comments before the budget 
adoption meeting. 

12. Submitter 12 – Susan McKenna 

 Would like Council to not increase rates, and reduce its spending. 

 Officer Comment 

Rates are an important revenue source for Council and to not increase them at all, would 
significantly impact on Council’s long term financial sustainability position, due to the 
compounding nature of how rates are calculated, and the required compliance with the 
State Government Fair Go Rates System. 

 



City of Kingston 
Council Meeting 

Agenda  15 June 2021 

 

Ref: IC21/916 10 

 Submission 

It would also impact on the delivery of services that many of our community rely on such 
as child care, aged and disability care, libraries etc. 

 

Hardship and payment arrangements are available if residents are experiencing financial 
difficulties. 

13. Submitter 13 – Rick Nixon 

 Raises a number of concerns: 

1. What is the justification for continuing to increase rates, when Council always has 
a surplus? 

2. Does Council need cash reserves of $90M, or should it balance the budget with 
the rates it already has? 

3. Capital expenses at 1230 Nepean Hwy should be offset with productivity savings  

4. Would like council to respond to things quicker which would save money 

5. Isn’t sure of the value of consultation as he feels it’s not taken notice of 

 Officer Comment 

Finance will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

14. Submitter 14 – Bentleigh Greens Soccer Club 

 Would like Council to consider: 

1. Incorporating Kingston Heath Soccer Complex as part of the current structure 
planning of baseball and hockey at Kingston Heath being undertaken at the 
moment 

2. Implementation of a concrete path around Ground 1, to allow adequate disability 
access 

3. Construction of accessible toilets on the western side of Ground 1 

4. Planning for and commitment to the development of a new ground north of Ground 
4 

5. Dedicated funds to address minor capital and maintenance issues within the 
pavilion including expansion of the current referee’s change room to ensure 
equitable access 

 Officer Comment 

Active Kingston will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

15. Submitter 15 – U3A 

 Would like Council to consider a major upgrade or replacement of The Old 
Courthouse/Lewis House site to create a multi-organisational hub. 

 Officer Comment 

Community Buildings will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 
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 Submission 

16. Submitter 16 -Tony Falkingham 

 Would like Council to consider: 

1. Improved maintenance of council assets, particularly the foreshore Promenade 
between Mentone and Parkdale and the Bay Trail 

2. Extending COVID19 beyond 30 June 2021 

3. Continued economic development support for the Mentone Rail Precinct 

4. A review of Council’s core services/1.5% productivity gain 

5. A program of community strengthening and capacity building  

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure, Finance, Economic Development, and Social Development will provide 
comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

17. Submitter 17 – Rugby Club of Melbourne (Racing) 

 Would like Council to provide $234,000 for the installation of sports lighting at Dane 
Road Reserve in Highett. 

 Officer Comment 

Active Kingston will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

18. Submitter 18 – Geoff Serpell 

 Would like Council to consider: 

1. More dedicated cycling paths away from motor vehicles 

2. Car parking in side streets to be restricted to one side only 

3. Have all of Council’s fleet consist of electric vehicles 

4. Boost more tree planting 

5. Boost in-home services for pensioners, reducing delays 

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure, Active Kingston, Procurement, Parks, and Access Care will provide 
comments before the budget adoption meeting. 
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 Submission 

19. Submitter 19 – Tony McLeod 

 Would like Council to consider: 

1. More lighting along walkways & trails 

2. More Mordialloc shopping precinct parking 

3. Pompeis car park and the marina area developed & improved 

4. More outdoor eating areas in the Mordialloc shopping centre 

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure, Parks, and Economic Development will provide comments before the 
budget adoption meeting. 

20. Submitter 20 – Shannon Clipperton 

 Would like Council to stop using chemical herbicides. 

 Officer Comment 

Parks will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

21. Submitter 21 – Rob Luker 

 Would like Council to consider: 

1. Reviewing its responsibilities 

2. Providing access to the beach between Mentone Life Saving Club and Parkers Rd 

3. Reinstating Don Tatnell and no new aquatic centre 

4. Not investing in climate and ecological emergency response 

5. Improving the Parkdale Yacht Club carpark 

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure, Active Kingston, Parks, and Community Buildings will provide comments 
before the budget adoption meeting. 
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 Submission 

22. Submitter 22 – Kingston Residents Association 

 Has raised the following concerns: 

1. The misalignment between this budget and the old council plan 

2. Lack of council investment in public housing 

3. Feels the Goals and strategies contained within them aren’t aligned 

4. Use of the Lost Dogs Home  

 

Would like Council to consider: 

1. Investment in roads 

2. Lower rates 

3. Investment in an advocacy officer 

4. Higher investment in Active Kingston 

5. Respecting diversity in our community 

6. Rejuvenating tree planting 

7. Rejuvenating council committee networks 

8. Respecting My Community Life Groups and the space allocation for them 

 Officer Comment 

Infrastructure will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

23. Submitter 23 – Bronwyn Currie 

 Raises a number of animal management concerns. 

 Officer Comment 

Local Laws & Compliance will provide comments before the budget adoption meeting. 

24. Submitter 24 – Kingston Hawthorn Cricket Club 

 Would like Council to consider the construction of a room at the pavilion to store 
historical memorabilia. 

 Officer Comment 

Active Kingston & Community Buildings will provide comments before the budget 
adoption meeting. 

 
The submissions are attached. Detailed responses to each of the formal submissions will be 
provided following the adoption of the Budget. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 - Draft Budget survey responses 2021-22 (Ref 21/142318) ⇩  

Appendix 2 - 2021.22 Draft Budget Submissions (Ref 21/143020) ⇩  
 

Author/s: Ange Marshall, Manager Finance and Corporate Performance  

Reviewed and Approved By: Tony Ljaskevic, General Manager Corporate Services 
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